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To 2 - Woriph the 


MAY OR, 


AND 


ALDERME N, 


OF THE 


Borough of Huntingdon. 


CENTLEMEN, 


HEN I wrote this Sermon, it 
was only for my own Church; 
but as You deſired me to make it more 
publick, I could not decently refuſe 
You. I now preſent it to You, as You 
heard it; and if it gives You any ſatiſ- 
faction in the reading, it will be a par- 
ticular pleaſure to me to have given 


You 
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DEDICATION. 


You this teſtimony of my | eſteem and 
regard, and that Im, with gfedt ſin- 


cerity, 


 . Your afictionute Fhiendj © 


and fai ebful Servant, 
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A 
Thanksgiving Sermon, 
Preached O#, 9. 1746; 


2 CHRON. xx. 27, 28. 


Then they returned every man of Fudab 
and Feruſalem, and Fehoſhaphat in 
the fore-front of them, to go again to 
Feruſalem with joy; for the Lord 
had made them to rejoice over their 

1 Enemies. 

* And they came to Jeruſalem with pal. 

1 teries, and harps, and Fr umpets, 


unto the Houſe of the Lord. 


II is an old obſervation, confirmed by too 
common experience, that men are moſt apt 

to forget, what they have moſt reaſon to re- 
member; namely, The ſignal mercies which 
they receive from Gop : — That when any 
great Calamity, ſuch as peſtilence, or famine, 
B — — 


2 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
fire, or ſword, threatens them with immediate 
deſtruction; though they have ſo much Faith, 
as to own that God is able to deliver them 
from it; and ſo much Piety, as to pray to 
Him, that he would ; yet when the danger 
is removed, and their fears are abated, the 
ſenſe of the bleſſing abates too; and they 
either have not Faith enough to believe that 
God had any hand in their deliverance; or, if 
they do believe it, have not Piety enough to 
thank Him for it. 

But though this is too often the caſe, we 
learn from the Hiſtory recorded in the Text, 
that it was not always ſo ; but that there were 
ſome periods of time, when even the Few!/h 
Nation had fo much Faith and Piety, as proved 
them to be a wiſe and underſtanding people. 

Of this we have a remarkable inſtance in 
the reign of King Jeboſbapbat, related in the 
words before us: In which the Hiſtorian de- 
ſcribes the grateful ſenſe, which the King of 
Judah and his people had, of a wonderful and 
unexpected deliverance from their Enemies 
and the Religious manner, in which they ex- 
preſſed their praiſe and thanksgiving to God, 

for 
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Preached October 9. 1746. 3 
for fo viſible and favourable an inſtance of his 


mercy towards them ;—for they came to Feru- 
ſalem with joy, becauſe the Lord had made them 
to rejoice over their enemies ;—and they went up 
with pſalteries, and harps, and trumpets, unto 


the Houſe of the Lord. 


Now the more ſingular the caſe is, the more 
it deſerves our particular regard ; that we may 
diſcern the wiſdom and piety of their conduct 
on that occaſion ; and ſee, how proper and juſt 
it is, that we, who profeſs to be a wiſe and 
underſtanding people, ſhould on a like occa- 
ſion conform ourſelves to their example. 

That we may be the better able to judge 
of the likeneſs between their caſe and our 
own ; and know what cauſe they had thus to 
rejoice, as we find they did; we muſt look 
back a little into the ſtate and circumſtances of 
that Nation, at the time when theſe Enemies 
invaded it; — to ſee what privileges they en- 
joyed ; to what dangers they were expoſed ; 
and how fortunate an Event that was, which 
at once preſerved ſo good a King, and reſtored 
peace and ſafety to ſo happy a people. When 
theſe things are briefly conſidered, I hope the 


'B 2 words 
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4 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
words I have made choice of will appear very 


proper to the Preſent Happy Occafion of our 
meeting here on This Day. 


If we look back into the 17th and ks. 3 
ters, we ſhall find that King Feho/haphat, from 
the time of his coming to the Crown, had 


made it his chief ſtudy, how he might beſt 
promote the welfare of his people. This he 
ſaw depended upon Two very important points; 


— the punctual ob/ervance of the law of Meſes 


among his ſubje&s ;—and the regular admini- 


tration of Fuſtice to the loweſt as well as the 


higheſt in his kingdom. 


To theſe Two Points, he ſet himſelf in good 
earneſt. For he gave expreſs orders to the 


Priefts and Levites, whoſe office it was to in- 
ſtru& the people in the Law, fo teach in all 
the cities of Fudah; that no one, capable of 
inſtruction, might be ignorant of any duty re- 
hting to God or Man,—When he had made 
this good proviſion in matters of Religion, he 


appointed Judges and Magiſtrates in every city; 


to hear Cauſes between man and man; to de- 
termine their ſeveral rights and properties; to 
redreſs their grievances; and ſo prevent that 

murmuring 


ii 
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murmuring and diſcontent, which will always 
be in every ſtate, where theſe things are neg- 
lected; and he gave his Judges a ſtrict and 
ſolemn charge to execute their office faithfully, 
and with a perfect heart. | 
While the people were in this happy ſitua- 
tion, (enjoying the benefit of true Religion, 
and the protection of good Laws, under a mild 
and equitable King ;) their malicious neighbours, 
idolatrous in their principles, and ſavage in their 
practices, who had an old and implacable ha- 
tred to Judah, entered into a ſtrong Confederacy 
againſt them ; with an intent to dethrone their 
King, to pillage their Country, to profane their 
Temple, to enſlave, if not utterly to deſtroy 
the People; and to rob that little (though 
flouriſhing) Kingdom of every thing that was 
dear and valuable in it. 
With this wicked intent, (we read in the 
beginning of this Chapter,) the children of 
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with 
them others beſides the Ammonites, (ſome mer- 
cenaries hired for preſent pay, and ſome in- 
vited with proſpect of plunder,) all groſs ido- 
laters, equal enemies to true Religion and 
| true 


6 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
true Liberty, came out againſt Fehoſhaphat to 
battle; and, having made an inroad into his 
Kingdom, which was unprepared, as no ſuch 
attempt was expected, they advanced with great 
haſte and fury towards the Royal City. 

- Both the King and the People were alarm- 
ed, when report was brought of the ſudden 
approach of theſe Enemies, not leſs formid- 
able for their number, than for their cruel 
diſpoſition. And though the King truſted in 
God, who was in a peculiar manner the God 
of Iſrael ; and in the righteouſneſs of his Cauſe, 
as he had not given his Neighbours any real 
provocation; yet both prudence and policy re- 
quired, that He, who was, under God, the 
Guardian of the lives and properties of his 
people, ſhould ſtand upon his defence; and 
provide for the Common Safety, when the 
Kingdom was threatened with common de- 
ſtruction, | 

And what could a wiſe and good King do 
better, than what Jeboſtaphat did upon this 
Occaſion? He was ſo well principled in Reli- 
gion, as to know, that human fore-ſight and 
human ſtrength availed but little without the 

concurrence 
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concurrence of the Almighty; and though he 
had not provoked his Enemies by any unjuſt 
act of hoſtility, he was afraid that ſome ſin of 
his own, or the ſins of his people, might have 
provoked the Lord to bring this evil upon 
them. And therefore he began his prepa- 
ration for his defence, with a ſolemn act of 
Religion; — for he ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, 
and proclaimed a Faſt throughout all Tudah,— 
to deprecate the anger of God, and invoke his 
aſſiſtance in the common danger. 

Nor were the people backward to unite 
with the King, in what his wiſdom and piety 
ſuggeſted for the common ſafety; being ſen- 
ſible of the bleſſings they enjoyed under his 
government, (all which were now in the ut- 
moſt danger;) and not leſs ſenſible of their 
dependence upon God's help for their preſer- 
vation, they unanimouſly gathered themſelves 
together, on the Faſting-day, to aſe help of the 
Lord; even out of all the cities of Fudah they 
came to ſeek the Lord. (ver. 4.) 

Upon this ſolemn humiliation, and the de- 
vout prayers of the King and the People, 
God was pleaſed to give them ſuch aſſurance 
of 


8 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 

of ſucceſs over their enemies, (ver. 14, 15, 16, 
17.) that when they went out to battle, (as 
God had directed them,) the King confidently 
told them, — only believe in the Lord your 
God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; believe bis pro- 
pbets, ſo ſhall ye proſper. (ver. 20.) — And 
the Event was anſwerable to the declaration of 
the Almighty; — for he ſmote their enemies 
with ſuch an utter deſtruction, that when the 
men of Judah looked towards this great multi- 
tude, behold they were all dead bodies fallen to 
the earth, and none eſcaped. (ver. 24.) 

This was ſo viſible an inſtance of Divine 
Providence in their favour, and ſuch an ex- 
traordinary act of mercy and goodneſs, both 
to the King and the people, that he appointed 
a Day of Publick Thanksgiving for it ; and 
the religious obſervance of it is related in the 
Text: For they returned every man of Fudah 
and Jeruſalem, and Fehoſhaphat in the fore-front 

of them, to go again to Feruſalem with joy ; for 
| the Lord had made them to rejoice over their 
enemies. And they came to Feruſalem with 


pfalteries, and harps, and oa unto the 
4 ouſe of the Lord. 


Prem 
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From this ſhort review of the ſtate and 
circumſtances of the Kingdom of Judah, we 
ſee what reaſon that people had thus to rejoice 
and praiſe the Lord ; becauſe the Lord had made 
them to rejoice over their enemies. For what 
more juſt and reaſonable cauſe of joy could 
that People have, than ſuch a deliverance from 
thoſe cruel enemies that hated them, and who 
had entered their Country with fire and ſword 
to deſtroy them ? If they had any ſenſe of the 
bleſſings and comforts of life, of peace and 
plenty, of true religion and true liberty, of 
a mild and equitable government, and the 
eaſe and quietneſs, in which they lived under 
it; — what leſs could they do on that occaſion, 
than rejoice and praiſe God, for preſerving to 
them all theſe valuable bleflings ? How inſen- 
fible muſt they have been of their own hap- 
pineſs, and how ungrateful to God their Sa- 
viour and wonderful Deliverer, had they for- 
got to bleſs and praiſe Him, who had done ſuch 
great things for them ? | 
And if we turn our thoughts towards cur- 
ſelves on occaſion of This Day's Solemnity, we 
ſhall find, that We have no lefs cauſe to bleſs 
= and 


10 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
and praiſe the Lord ; becauſe the Lord hath made 
us to rejoice over our enemies. 

To illuſtrate the reſemblance between Their 
Caſe and Ours, I ſhould, in the natural me- 
thod of a Diſcourſe upon this Subject, attempt 
a Compariſon between the happy ſtate of the 
Kingdom of Fudah in the Reign of Jeboſba- 
phat, and that of our own Kingdom, in the 
Reign of His Preſent Majeſty. But your own 
thoughts, I preſume, have in a great meaſure 
faved me that Compariſon ; as you muſt have 
already reflected in your own minds, that what- 
ever Feboſbapbat did, for the goad of his people, 
is equally done for us by the Prince upon the 

For by His indulgence we have (what is 
the birth-right of every Proteſtant,) our Bzbles 
in our own language, to inform us in the Laws 
of our God;—our Churches open for His ſervice, 


where we may worſhip Him in truth and pu- | 


rity We have Perſons appointed to teach us 


the way of God in truth, and to miniſter to 
us in all holy things: We have good Laws, to 


protect us from oppreſſion and wrong; and 
"Magiſtrates to redreſs us, if any injury is done 
a. | N us. 
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Preached October 9. 1746. 11 
us. The King exerciſes no more power, than 
what our own Laws give him for the common 
good; nor doth. he; require the people to pay 
Him any higher obedience, than what by the 
Conſtitution of our Government is t and 
lawful. So that the bleſſings of true Religion, 
and true Liberty, which they enjoyed under 
their King; We enjoy under Ours, in as full 
extent, and with no further limitation, than is 
conſiſtent with a reaſonable ſubmiſſion to thoſe 
ſet over us, | 

As long then as we have a juſt ſenſe of the 
benefit of true Religion, and true Liberty, (the 
Two valuable bleſſings of a Proteſtant-King- 
dom,) we ſhall not only eſteem and revere, but 
think ourſelves highly obliged to protect and 
defend That Family, who are the Guardians of 
them ; and by whom alone we can hope for the 
continuance of them to us, and our poſterity, 

In theſe eaſy and happy circumſtances were 
We, when the late Rebellion broke out; when 
the inveterate enemies of our Country, like 
the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, 
in league with a diſcontented and diſaffected 
people, ever forward to rebel againſt tbe Kings 


C2 of 


rz A Thanksgiving' Sermon, 
of England; appeared in arms; advanced to 
the frontiers of our Kingdom; and, meeting 
with but faint reſiſtance, made an en into 
the heart of it. | 

And I think, I have no occaſion to prove 
what that wicked Confederacy, (contrived by the 
head of Nome, aftiſted by the arms of France, 
ſupported by the purſe of Spain, and headed by 
One, bred up in Popiſh Superſtition, and Arbi- 
trary Principles, and who pretends to rule over 
us by an indefeaſible, hereditary Right;) J have 
no occafion, I think, to prove, what that wick- 
ed Confederacy was deſigned to deprive us of,— 
For whatever any of our private ſentiments | 
might be, before it, of a change in the Govern- 
ment in favour of ſuch a King ; or whatever 
might be inſinuated to any of us, at the time 
of it, by thoſe who wanted to draw us into 
that fatal ſnare; we are all now fully convinced, 
by what we have ſeen and heard ſince, that the 
beſt we could have expected from ſuch a Revo- 
lution as it was defigned to introduce, was 
Two of the worſt Evils that could befall us, viz. 
Popery, and Arbitrary Power ;— Two Evils, 
mat we of this Nation juſtly abhor and de- 


teſt ; 
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teſt; and I truſt, ſhall abbor and deteft, as long 
as we have common underftanding left us. 

If any amongſt us could be ſo diſingenuous, 
as not to own that the bleſſings of true Reli- 
gion, and true Liberty, were in any danger ; 
their own fears in the late time of danger prove, 
that they enjoyed ſomething valuable under the 
Preſent Government; which they did not hope 
to enjoy under That, in favour of which the 
Rebellion was raiſed. And would they confeſs 
freely what that ſomething was, I doubt not 
but it would prove, that we are much happier 
in the ſuppreſſion of it, than we ſhould have 
been in the ſucceſ of it; and that we have juſt 
reaſon to celebrate That Victory, by which it 
was fo totally ſuppreſſed. 

For though there may probably be ſome * 
amongſt us, who either out of a miſtaken prin- 
ciple, or out of a reſtleſs ſpirit, or out of diſ+ 
treſſed circumſtances, may ſtill wiſh ſucceſi to 
it; (and ſuch, we are ſure, will not look upon 
that Victory as a Publick Bleſſing ;) yet all thoſe, 
whom both Principle and Intereſt unite in one 


common Cauſe, muſt eſteem That a Publick 
Bleſing, by which their lave dangers, and late 


fears 
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fears are at an end. But as I would not caſt the 
leaſt damp upon the joy of this happy Day, I 
would not at this time mention either our /ate 
dangers,or our late fears; but only to impreſs up- 
on our minds a deeper ſenſe of our obligations to 
God, and the King, for our deliverance from both. 

For, for whatever cauſe God was pleaſed to 
permit that wicked Confederacy to come to 
fuch a head; whether it was to revive in us a 
ſenſe of piety, which was going to decay ;—or 
to put an end to faction and diſcontent, which 
had too long prevailed ;—or whether it was to 


bring us to a ſenſe of our dependence upon Him, 


which we had too much forgot ;—or to 4 ſenſe 


of thoſe bleſſings we had under the Preſent Royal 
Family, of which we were too inſenſible be- 
fore: For theſe, or whatever other cauſe, God 
permitted the late Confederacy to come to ſuch 
a head; He was pleaſed, in the midſt of judg- 
ment to remember mercy ; to regard thoſe ſup- 
plications and prayers, which were ſo univer- 
fally offered up in time of our diſtreſs ; and at 
the moſt critical ſeaſon to give us ſuch a victory, 
as broke the head of it to pieces, when there 
was not any apparent reaſon to expect it, 

For, 


1 
9 
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For, if I am not miſ- informed, our ene- 


mies were ſuperior in number; had made 


choice of the moſt advantageous ground for the 

attack; were animated with hopes of victory 
on one hand, becauſe they had vanquiſhed ſome 
of our troops before; and made deſperate with 
fear on the other hand, becauſe their Cauſe was 
deſperate if they were defeated. — And yet at 
This Time, and in Theſe Circumſtances, God 
raiſed us up a Deliverer out of the King's own 
houſe ; inſpired Him with Courage and Conduct, 
uncommon at his age; and qualified Him to 
be a fit Inſtrument, by whoſe hands and coun- 
ſel this Glorious Victory was to be obtained. 
Then it was that He, who before had purſued 
our enemies, and overtaken them, would not turn 
again till he had deſtroyed them ;—till he had 
wounded them, that they ſhould not be able to 
fand, but were fallen under his feet. 

This ſeaſonable, and ſignal Defeat, though 
accompliſhed by the hand of the Prince, we 
muſt firſt aſcribe to the over-ruling hand of 
God; who, though he does not act immedi- 
ately by Himſelf, in the government of other 


Kingdoms, as He did in the Kingdom of 
"x | Judah; 
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Judab ; yet ſtill acts in all the Kingdoms of the 
earth, by Inffruments of his own chuſing, to 
accompliſh his own wiſe and good deſigns. 

To Gop therefore our Praiſe is juſtly due, 
becauſe He hath made us to rejoice over our ene- 
mies. And the Religious ſenſe of this chliga- 
tion has brought us Ts Day, (as it did the men 
of Judab,) into the houſe of the Lord with joy. 
Here then, (as the men of Fudah did with 
p/alteries, and harps, and trumpets, thoſe in- 
ſtruments of muſick uſed in their publick wor- 
ſhip on ſolemn feſtivals,) let us praiſe the name 
of our God with a ſong, and magnify it with 
thanksgiving :—Here, with hearts full of true 
gratitude, and true piety, let us «worſhip, and 
fall down, and kneel before the Lord our God : = 
Here, let us ſing praiſes unto Him, and ſpeak 
good of bis Name, becauſe be bath done ſuch great 
things for us; for it is but zuft, (as the P/almi/t 
obſerves,) that they ſhould give thanks, whom the 
Lord hath redeemed, and delivered from the hand 
of the enemy. 

After our Praiſes to God for this Great De- 
liverance, we ſhould not forget our Obligations 
to the King; who did not ſcruple to hazard the 

life 
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life of his Son, for the ſake of his People. 
For, what ſtronger inſtance of affection could 
he give us? What ſurer proof of the union 
of His Intereſt with Ours, than the expoſing 
[ bis Son to defend our lives and properties, as 
well as the dignity of his Crown, at the moſt 
> rigorous ſeaſon of the year, and in the moſt 
A dangerous place; in the midſt of a country, 
= where numbers of foreign enemies, encouraged | 
by traytors and rebels, ſome in open arms, and 
ſome in diſguiſe, had ſet up the ſtandard of 
> rebellion? Let this inſtance of zeal for our 
common welfare, | unite our hearts in the 
common cauſe of our King, and our Co, 
try: And from henceforth, let no malicious 
inſinuations of enemies in diſguiſe, raiſe any 
unjuſt ſuſpicions of our King; which, by leſſen- 
ing our eſteem for Him, and His Royal Fa- 
mily, and abating our zeal for Their Service, 
will naturally pave the way for our common 
deſtruction. | | 
Our gratitude to God and the King being 
thus' ſecured upon this reaſonable foundation, 
His Royal Highneſs THE DUKE, and theſe TY 
Brave Men, who commanded and fought | 
1201 D under 
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under Him, ſhould not go without their due 
praiſe and commendation ; for this is the na- 
tural and juſt reward of true Valuur.— And 
what more glorious inſtance of true Valour could 


they ſhew, than to oppoſe (as they did) an 


army of deſperate and mercileſs men in the 
field of battle ? not with any view of plunder, 
but only to defend their King and Country from 
ruin; to protect the lives and properties of 
their fellow - ſubjects; and to reſtore to us 
the quiet enjoyment of all that was dear and 
valuable to us in this life? What a glorious in- 
ſtance of true Valour was this? May the names 


of theſe men then be ever precious amongſt us 


May all thoſe, who behaved with ſo much 
courage and boldneſs, under their undaunted 
General, at the Battle of CULLODEN, be 
ever mentioned with Honour in our days; and 
in the ages to come, may their names be never 
put out 1 For though we cannot yet ſee all the 
happy conſequences of that Victory, and fo can- 
not judge how fortunate it was to our nation 
yet we can ſee ſo much already, in the preſent 
face of our affairs, as to make us highly un- 
grateful, both to God and Man, ſhould we 

| either 
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Preached October 9. 1746. 19 
either refuſe our Praiſes to Him who gave it, 
or our Thanks to all thoſe concerned in obtain- 


ing it. 
We find it recorded as an indelible ſtain up- 


on the character of the raelites, after a great 


deliverance that God had wrought for them 
by the hands of Gideon; (which you may read, 
Fudges the 8th Chapter ;) That they remembered 
not the Lord their God, who had delivered them 
out of the hand of their enemies on every fide ; 
neither ſhewed they kindneſs to the houſe of Gideon, 
according to all the geodneſs which be had ſhewed 
unto Hrael. Let not this ſtain be upon any of 
us; but let us always remember the Lord our 
God, and never forget to ſhew kindneſs to the 
bouſe of our King, for all the goodneſs which he 
bath ſhewed unto us, 

There are none, I am perſuaded, but thoſe 
that wiſhed ſucceſs to the Rebellion, (and thoſe 
we are ſure are no friends to us,) but will up- 
on this occaſion praiſe God, and rejoice with 
us This Day; and may Theſe, who will not 
rejoice with us, mourn and weep in ſecret, 
while we bleſs God, and rejoice in publick ! 
May 52 never have a Day of Triumph for 
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the ſucceſs of a Cauſe, which cannot ſucceed 
but with our Country's ruin / 
But I muſt not forget that Th:s Dep | is . 


cated to Foy, as well as Thanksgiving; and as 
it is fit, that we ſhould leſs and praiſe God in 


bis houſe ; it is not unfit, that when we have 
paid Him this juſt tribute, we ſhould be glad 
and rejoice amongſt ourſelves, when we are out 
of it :—Not with lawleſs mirth, and frantick 
extravagance, (which would be both a diſ- 
honour to God, and a diſcredit to ourſelves ;) 
but with ſuch publick demonſtrations of joy, as 
become religious and reaſonable creatures; not 


doing any thing to provoke our Benefactor, and 


cauſe Him to repent of the favour he has done 
us; but conducting ourſelves with ſuch pru- 
dence, moderation, and ſobriety, as to keep us 
ſtill worthy of the continuance of his bleſſings. 
Let then the remembrance of this, and all 
other favours which God has ſhewn to our 
nation, improve in us that ſpirit of true piety 
fo Him, of true alfection to the King and His 
Royal Family, of true love and union amongſt 
ourſelves; which we were ſo wiſe as to exert 
in time of our common danger, and ſo happy 
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as to find the good effects of, in diſappointing 
the hopes, and diſcouraging the hearts of our 
enemies: For as this is the beft return we can 
make to God for his unſpeakable mercies, fo 
is it the beſt means we can take to ſecure our- 
ſelves againſt the future attempts of our ene- 
mies. For if theſe virtues flouriſh amongſt us, 
our God, whom we ſerve, will protect and 
defend us; and the united force of men will 
not be able to hurt us, 

May all of us then have ſuch a due ſenſe of 
this, and all other mercies of God, that (as our 
Church teaches us) our hearts may be unfeign- 
edly thankful ; and that we may ſhew forth his 
praiſe, not only with our lips, but in our lives; 
by giving up ourſelves to his ſervice, and by 
walking before him in holineſs and righteouſneſs, 
all the days of our life; and let all the people ſay, 
Amen. 
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